
Daniel Al-Saif, Denmark
Class of 2023

With a background as a refugee whose family was forced to fl ee Iraq because of the Iraq 
War and religious persecution, Daniel plans to use human rights to help transform and, 
hopefully, improve the Arab world.

Johan Björck, Sweden
Class of 2021

Johan is a Ph.D. candidate in computer science from Cornell University. His research is 
centered around machine learning and its applications to sustainability issues. He's also pushing 
the boundaries on understanding modern “artifi cial neural networks” via empirical methods 
similar to what's used in physics.

Leia Ahlström, Finland
Class of 2020

Leia is a Fulbright Graduate Grantee and general counsel of a Finnish mass media 
company. TTS' scholarship helped her earn her LL.M. from Columbia Law School, with a 
focus on international commercial law.   

August Finkas, Denmark
Class of 2018

Playing the clarinet since he was 11, TTS helped August pursue a degree in clarinet 
performance at the University of Southern California, Thorton School of Music. He’s 
performed with the Tivoli Boys’ Guard, Stavanger Symphony Orchestra in Norway, and 
appeared as a soloist with orchestras around the world, including in the U.S., Germany, 
Sweden, and Poland.

Malin Irgens, Norway
Class of 2023 

With a passion for gender equality  and human rights, Malin also earned  an LL.B. and 
LL.M. She’s worked  with UN Women in Malawi on women’s economic empowerment 
 and as a program manager for the African region at a Norwegian NGO called FORUT. 

Kalle Mattila, Finland
Class of 2015

Kalle pursued an MFA in creative writing at Columbia University. Specializing in 
nonfi ction, his writing career began at age 13 in Helsinki, when he got his fi rst travel 
story published in Finland’s largest newspaper, “Helsingin Sanomat.” Kalle founded 
the content marketing agency PYRY.

Margarita Pavlova, Bulgaria
Class of 2017

Margarita earned her Ph.D. in the University of Kansas’ Cognitive and Brain Sciences 
Program. She’s an adjunct assistant professor at the New Bulgarian University.

Henos Musie, Sweden
Class of 2023

Henos is passionate about driving lasting social and economic development in Africa 
through integrated public and private sector e� orts.

Victoria Pihl Sorensen, Denmark
Class of 2023

Victoria’s research examines media in public health and “social hygiene” initiatives in 
early 20th-century Denmark from a feminist and materialist perspective, with critical 
analyses of race, gender, sexuality, and class as the focal point. 

Rasmus Henriksen, Denmark
Class of 2023 

Rasmus is researching in the fi elds  of software engineering and data management, while 
also touching  on cybersecurity. 

Maryelle Steff ansson, Finalnd
Class of 2023

Maryelle is pursuing her passion to grow and excel in every aspect of songwriting. 
Her goal is to create work that helps people feel seen and comforted, as well as 
evoke a new perspective. 

These are just a few of the many talented scholars 
your generosity has helped over the years.

TTS Scholars

Join the Borge-Netter Society 
by Making a Bequest Gift Today

TTS was borne from the incredible stories of ordinary 
people performing extraordinary acts of bravery.

“Our obligation is to give meaning to life and in doing so to 
overcome the passive, indi� erent life.” —Elie Wiesel 



Bequest Form

Yes, I have included Thanks To Scandinavia in my will.

Yes, I have named Thanks To Scandinavia as a beneficiary of a bank 
account, investment account, pension or profit-sharing plan.

If you haven't included TTS in your will and would like to, the examples below 
provide suggested language for three common and simple types of bequests. 
Whichever you choose, we encourage you to speak with a tax attorney or 
financial advisor as you consider your charitable goals and estate planning.

Name

Email

Address

Phone

I bequeath the sum of $		  to Thanks To Scandinavia,  
Tax ID: 13-6192361, New York, NY, to be used or disposed of for 		
		  (or, as the Board of Directors deems appropriate).

Outright Bequest

I devise and bequeath all/or		  % of the remainder of my property 
to Thanks To Scandinavia, Tax ID: 13-6192361, New York, NY, to be used or 
disposed of for 		 (or, as the Board of Directors deems appropriate).

Share of, or Residue of, Estate

I devise all of my right, title and interest in and to the real estate located 
at (description of property) to Thanks To Scandinavia, Tax ID: 13-6192361, 
New York, NY, to be used or disposed of for 		  (or, as the Board 
of Directors deems appropriate).

Property (real estate)

JOINING THE BORGE-NETTER SOCIETY IS QUICK & EASY! 

HERE'S HOW:

• Name TTS as the beneficiary of:

	  A bank account
	  A life insurance policy
	  A tax-sheltered annuity
	

Your gift can be unrestricted or designated for a particular purpose, 
such as a scholarship or endowment named in your honor or your 
family's honor. Legacy gifts are beneficial because they:

• Make a bequest gift to TTS through your will or living trust

	  A qualified pension
	  A profit-sharing plan

 Investment accounts such as IRA, 
Keogh, Roth, 401(k) or 403(b)

	  preserve your current assets
	  reduce or eliminate federal estate taxes
	  provide vital support for future scholars

Thanks To Scandinavia is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization (Tax ID: 13-6192361). 
Please contact TTS Executive Director Kelly Ramot for tax letters and  
other information.

Already named TTS in your will or as a beneficiary of a bank or investment 
account? Thank you! Please let us know by completing and mailing  
the non-binding Statement of Intent to us. We'll then happily enroll you in 
the Borge-Netter Society and invite you to join us for special gatherings.    

WE'RE HERE TO HELP
We're happy to help you choose or create a unique gift that's meaningful 
to you and will have a significant impact on our ability to uphold our 
unique mission for generations to come.

Kelly Ramot, Executive Director
kelly@thankstoscandinavia.org
(347) 855-4109

Thanks to Scandinavia
2218 Broadway, Suite 205
New York, NY 10024

#THANKSTOSCANDINAVIA

WHY PARTNER WITH TTS

Joining the Borge-Netter Society ensures that TTS can continue 
our mission of funding scholarships for Scandinavian and Bulgarian 
students and inspiring global acts of kindness. The Borge-Netter 
Society recognizes the generosity of those who have included TTS in 
their estate plan —  naming TTS in their will or trust or designating 
TTS as beneficiary of an investment account or insurance policy. 

By joining the Borge-Netter Society, you're partnering with a 
special group of supporters who are helping us invest in future 
generations of talented international scholars.

In 1963, Danish entertainer Victor Borge and New York 
attorney Richard Netter founded Thanks To Scandinavia 
to honor the heroic deeds of the Scandinavian people 
who saved their Jewish neighbors during WWII.  To date, 
Thanks To Scandinavia has awarded more than 3,500 
scholarships in commemoration of those heroes over 
our decades-long history. 
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